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CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

2019 DISTRICT
MEETING NOTICE
See inside this cover for the official notice and locations of district meetings.
DETACH THIS REGISTRATION CARD AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO YOUR DISTRICT MEETING.
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OFFICIAL NOTICE
of Central Texas Electric Cooperative District Meetings
In accordance with Article III, Section 3 of the cooperative’s bylaws, district meetings will be held in each
board district to take action upon the following matters:
1. To determine the district nominee for election to the board of directors (districts 2, 3, 4 and 5 only).
Information about the candidates is included on Page 20 of this issue.
2. Any business that may come before the meeting that is relevant to the district.

MEETING LOCATIONS
DAT E

D I ST R I C T

TIME

P L AC E

Monday, June 3

6

6:30 p.m.

Cherokee High School Cafeteria, Cherokee

Tuesday, June 4

3

6:30 p.m.

Richard P. Eckert Civic Center, Mason

Election

Thursday, June 6

2

6:30 p.m.

Ingram Elementary School Cafetorium, Ingram

Election

Monday, June 10

4

6:30 p.m.

Llano High School Auditorium, Llano

Election

Tuesday, June 11

1

6:30 p.m.

Comfort High School Auditorium, Comfort

Thursday, June 13

5

6:30 p.m.

Fredericksburg High School Auditorium

Election

VOTING
To be eligible to vote, your membership must have been approved and accepted by the board of directors on
or before May 14, 2019. Only one vote is allowed per membership. If married individuals attend, only one may
vote. You must be present at your district meeting to vote. Proof of identification will be required.

DOOR PRIZES & BILL CREDITS
A $10 bill credit will be allowed for each voting member in attendance. Drawings for door prizes will be held
at the close of the meeting.

DETACH THIS REGISTRATION CARD AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO YOUR DISTRICT MEETING.

IMPORTANT
Check the mailing label on the front cover of this magazine to identify your district.
DISTRICT NUMBER

EXAMPLE

#BXBCFXP **************CAR-RT WSS**C000
#0000000000#0000000 BD#0
Your Name
Your Address
Your Town, TX 00000-0000

CEN
P-1
P1
RUN3

BRING THIS NOTICE WITH YOU TO SAVE TIME IN THE REGISTRATION LINE.
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2019 CREDENTIALS
AND ELECTION COMMITTEE
In accordance with the bylaws of Central Texas Electric Cooperative, a Credentials and Election Committee was
formed to review applications and petitions submitted by cooperative members seeking election to the cooperative board of directors. Each sitting director chose one committee member, and an equal number were chosen at random by computer.
This Credentials and Election Committee met at the cooperative’s headquarters office in Fredericksburg on
March 26, 2019. The members serving on the committee are:
D I ST R I C T 1

D I ST R I C T 3

D I ST R I C T 5

Kendall County Area

Mason/McCulloch/Menard/
Northern Kimble Counties Area

Gillespie/Blanco Counties Area

Roger Jordan

Gary Mayer

Eddie Priess

Steven Mohr

Ted H. Smith

J.B. Rieger

Tim O. Underwood

Leon Welgehausen

Garner Rice
Jannetje Ross

D I ST R I C T 2

Fred Hild

Charlie Wilson

Kerr/Real/Southern Kimble
Counties Area

D I ST R I C T 4

Betty Moellendorf

Llano County Area

D I ST R I C T 6

Richard M. Zimmerly III

Frank and Linda Brossett

San Saba County Area

Belle M. Guice

Erich Fickle

Warren Kindred

Michael Randolph

Linda Raschke
Dexter Sagebiel
Frank Serpas Jr.

In 2019, elections will be held in districts 2, 3, 4 and 5 to choose one member from each district as the district
meeting nominee for director. Biographies of interested members who submitted their applications for director
seats by the March 15, 2019, deadline and were approved by the Credentials and Election Committee are
included on Page 20 of this issue.
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IMPORTANT DISTRICT MEETING DETAILS
ALL MEETINGS START AT 6:30 P.M. • ALL REGISTRATIONS START AT 5:30 P.M.
Members should bring the registration card located on the
front cover of this magazine and proof of identification.
Director candidates will be chosen in districts 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Check the mailing label located on the front cover of this magazine to identify your district.
DISTRICT NUMBER

EXAMPLE

#BXBCFXP **************CAR-RT WSS**C000
#0000000000#0000000 BD#0
Your Name
Your Address
Your Town, TX 00000-0000

CEN
P-1
P1
RUN3

125 Brave Run West
1024 McKinley Ave.
143 Hwy. 87 N.
Richard P. Eckert Civic Center

DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 3

JUNE 11, TUESDAY • 6:30 P.M.
Kendall County Area
Comfort High School Auditorium

JUNE 6, THURSDAY • 6:30 P.M.
Kerr/Real/Southern Kimble Counties Area
Ingram Elementary School Cafetorium

JUNE 4, TUESDAY • 6:30 P.M.
Mason/McCulloch/Menard/
Northern Kimble Counties Area
Richard P. Eckert Civic Center

1107 S. SH 16

305 S. Hwy. 16

2509 Hwy. 16 S.

DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT 5

DISTRICT 6

JUNE 10, MONDAY • 6:30 P.M.
Llano County Area
Llano High School Auditorium

JUNE 13, THURSDAY • 6:30 P.M.
Gillespie/Blanco Counties Area
Fredericksburg High School Auditorium

JUNE 3, MONDAY • 6:30 P.M.
San Saba County Area
Cherokee High School Cafeteria
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Co-op News
CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Take Control of Your
Summer Electric Bills
MESSAGE FROM
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ROBERT A. LOTH III
MOST PEOPLE THINK OF FAMILY VACATIONS OR

school being out when they think of summer.
That’s not necessarily true of your co-op’s employees. We tend
to think of summer as high-bill complaint season.
When I say I feel your pain, I’m not just paying lip service.
My own electric bills rise along with the heat index—just like
yours and those of the folks I work with here at Central Texas
Electric Cooperative. Once those kilowatts have marched
through the electric meter that records them, it’s difficult to
do anything about them, other than pay the bill.

JUFFY | I STO CK.COM

Fans can make you feel cooler;
when you feel cooler, you can
set the thermostat higher.

But before you throw your hands up in exasperation, here’s
a little secret: You can do something about those higher summertime electric bills. The secret is you have to do something
now—before you use the electricity.
Here’s how to cut back on your electricity usage:

a You can save as much as 10 percent a year on your cooling
(and heating) bills by simply turning your thermostat back 10
to 15 percent for eight hours a day. In the summer, raise the
thermostat when you go to work or whenever you’re away from
home (from 76 degrees to 85, for example). That’s the single
18
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most cost-effective measure you can take. If you install a programmable thermostat, it can do this for you.
a Have a qualified professional check out your air conditioner (and the heating system, too, while they’re at it). Preventive maintenance can save you money as well as preclude
temperature discomfort.
a Shade your outdoor air conditioning unit to up its energy
efficiency.
a Change air conditioner filters monthly. Clogged filters
force the AC unit to work harder and increase operating costs.
a Portable and ceiling fans can
make you feel cooler; when you feel
cooler, you can set the thermostat
higher. But when you leave the
room, turn off the fan.
a Installing and using a wholehouse fan can help reduce air conditioning costs. These fans draw
outside air in through open windows
and should be used only when the
outside air temperature is lower
than the desired inside temperature.
a Seal doors and windows with
caulk and weatherstripping. And, if
your windows are single-pane, consider replacing them. Double- and
triple-pane windows are substantially more energy efficient.
a Shading and evaporative cooling from trees reduce the air temperature around your home. Plant trees,
shrubs and vines with leaves that fall
off in the winter on the east, south and west sides of your
home. They’ll provide shade in the summer but allow sunshine
in the winter. Position trees to shade windows now. When they
mature, they’ll also shade the walls and roof.
a It’s well worth your investment to wrap any uninsulated
ducts with at least 2 inches of fiberglass insulation. Sealing the
duct system to prevent leaks is even more important if the
ducts are located in an uncooled area, such as the attic. Most
leaks will be found where the air duct attaches to the air conditioning unit and where ducts are joined together.
ctec.coop
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Attend Your District Meeting and
Get $10 Off Your Electric Bill

Central Texas
Electric Cooperative
Fredericksburg (headquarters)
386 Friendship Lane
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 997-2126 | 1-800-900-CTEC (2832)
Llano
1410 E. State Highway 29, Llano
(325) 247-4191

FOTOSTREET | ISTOCK.COM

DEMOCRATIC MEMBER CONTROL IS ONE OF THE SEVEN COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES. ONE

membership, one vote. By exercising your right to vote this June at your district
meeting, you will help select a candidate to represent your area on the Central
Texas Electric Cooperative Board of Directors.
Board candidates will be selected in districts 2, 3, 4 and 5 this year. Those meetings will be held in Ingram, Mason, Llano and Fredericksburg. The other two meetings, in Comfort (District 1) and
Cherokee (District 6), will not
hold elections. However, all
meetings will share information relating to your co-op.
CEO Robert A. Loth III will
update members on the current
state of the electric industry
and discuss current and future
issues regarding the co-op. The
meetings will conclude with
question-and-answer sessions
in which members can address
concerns directly with Loth.
The example mailing label,
located above the maps on the
dust cover of this magazine,
will help you identify your district number. Once you determine your district number, you can find the location of
that meeting by referring to the maps on the back cover. Remember to keep the registration card on the front cover and bring it with you to the meeting, along with
identification, for faster registration.
According to the CTEC bylaws, members must be present at their designated
district meeting to vote and participate. Attendees will receive a $10 bill credit, one
per membership, on their electric bill. Those in attendance also will be eligible for
several door prizes at each meeting.
Mark your calendar today!

Kingsland
Nob Hill Subdivision
706 Cottonwood St., Kingsland
(325) 388-4542
Mason
1881 E. State Highway 29, Mason
(325) 347-6314
Office Hours
8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday
Website
ctec.coop

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Robert A. Loth III
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mark Hahn, President, Mason County
Tim Lehmberg, Vice President, Gillespie County
Doylene Bode, Secretary, Gillespie County
Charles E. Pearson, Treasurer, Gillespie County
Jack Asbill, Mason County
Rex Brand, Kerr County
Tommy Duncan, Llano County
Allen Goodwin, Kendall County
Stanley Keese, Llano County
James Low, San Saba County
W.C. “Dub” Stewart, Llano County

Emergency Contact
To report electric service interruptions,
please call the Central Texas Electric
Cooperative office in your area at the
number listed below:

1-800-900-CTEC (2832)

Director Application Notice
MEMBERS WHO AREN’T NOMINATED FOR DIRECTOR POSITIONS AT A DISTRICT MEETING

can still be placed on the annual meeting ballot by submitting an application and
petition signed by at least 1 percent of co-op members eligible to vote (this would
require about 250 signatures). The deadline for submitting the application and
petition is June 25. The names of all nominees will be published in the annual
meeting notice and included on proxy ballots mailed to all members. Nominations from the floor are not allowed.
ctec.coop

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

May 2019 CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Texas Co-op Power
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CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Director Candidate Nominees

Mark Reeve, District 2

Connie Stockbridge, District 3

Wayne Seipp, District 4

Colleges attended: Southwest Texas State

Occupation: Retired.
Previous employment: Mason Bank,

Colleges attended: Texas Tech University
and Sul Ross State University, bachelor’s
degree in range management and master’s degree in range science.
Occupation: Rancher and part-time
technician, Gillespie County Soil and
Water Conservation District Board.
Previous employment: USDA, Natural
Resources Conservation, Marfa, Balmorhea, Hondo, Kerrville and Fredericksburg offices, resource team leader.

University, bachelor’s degree in physical
education, minor in health; Texas A&M
University-Kingsville, master’s degree in
school administration and principal’s
certificate.
Occupation: Rancher, retired teacher
and coach.
Previous employment: Einherjar,
Reykjavik, Iceland, head football coach;
Asane Seahawks, Norway, co-head
coach/offensive coordinator; Texas
Lutheran University, assistant head
coach, defensive coordinator; Cuero
High School, athletic director, head football coach; Plano West Senior High
School, athletic director and head football coach; Victoria High School, athletic
director and head football coach.

executive vice president and senior lending officer.
Past membership and offices held in
organizations: Mason City Council,

mayor; Mason Chamber of Commerce,
president and treasurer; Mason County
Appraisal District Board, secretary;
Mason Housing Authority, chairman;
Fort Mason Golf Association, treasurer;
Mason Independent School District
Board of Directors.
Current membership and offices held in
organizations: Mason Bank, director;

FUMC Foundation, secretary; Bluebonnet CASA, board member and treasurer.

Current membership and offices held in
organizations: Deacons Sunrise Baptist

Church, chairman; Sons of the Republic
of Texas; Sons of the American Revolution; Mayflower Society; Texas Baptist
Men Disaster Relief Kerrville Chainsaw
Group; Kerr County Jail, volunteer life
skills teacher; His Print Ministry—European Sports Outreach Ministry; Texas
Farm Bureau; Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association.

20
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Current membership and offices held in
organizations: Hill Country Youth Com-

mercial Heifer Association, director;
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers
Association; Society for Range Management, certified professional in range
management; Rangeland Consultants,
Inc., director and officer; Christ
Lutheran Church; Prairie Mountain
Wildlife Management Association, census chairman; Prairie Mountain Community Club.
Past membership and offices held in
organizations: Soil Conservation Society

of America; Marfa Roping Club, president; Jeff Davis County Livestock Association, president; Big Bend Livestock
Association, animal superintendent.

ctec.coop
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CENTRAL TEXAS EC
MARCH 19, 2019

Regular Board
Meeting Recap
Meeting called to order and prayer offered.
Reviewed: Operations and Outages
Approved:

Approved:

William “Bill” Boggs, District 4

Tim Lehmberg, District 5

College attended: Texas A&M University
Corpus Christi, bachelor’s degree in business administration, major in management.
Occupation: Retired.
Previous Employment: LyondellBasell
Petrochemical Company.

College attended: Texas A&M University.
Occupation: Gillespie County Eco-

Past membership and offices held in
organizations: Pedernales Electric Coop-

erative Board of Directors, vice president; Leander Citizens Police Academy
Alumni Association, vice president;
Cedar Park/Leander Seniors and Law
Enforcement Together, president; Benbrook Ranch Home Owners Association,
vice president; Jim Plain Elementary
School PTA, parliamentarian.

Joseph Wieser, District 5
College attended: Texas A&M University,
degree in electronics engineering technology.
Occupation: Farmer.
Previous Employment: Central Texas
Electric Cooperative, U.S. Air Force.
ctec.coop

nomic Development Commission, executive director.
Previous employment: Lehmberg
Ranch Company, managing partner; Central Texas Salvage & Recycling, president;
NationsBank of Texas, vice president.
Current membership and offices held in
organizations: Central Texas Electric

Cooperative, vice president and director;
Central Texas Extra Services Corporation, vice president and director; CTEC
Compensation and Benefits Committee,
chair; Texas Center for Wine and Culinary Arts, secretary and director; Save
Our Scenic Hill Country Environment,
president and director; Texas Hill Country Heritage Association, director; Hill
Country Alliance, advisory director;
Lower Colorado River Authority, ambassador; Gillespie County Airport Advisory
Board; Gillespie County AgriLife Leadership Advisory Board; City/County Relief
Route Task Force; City/County Transportation/Hazard Mitigation Committee; Local Labor Task Force; ERCOT
Regional Planning Group; Harper Community Chamber of Commerce; Former
Texas Rangers Association; Sons of the
Republic of Texas; Alamo Defender
Descendants Association; First United
Methodist Church, Mason.
Past membership and offices held in
organizations: CTEC Community and

Member Relations Committee, chair;
City Hotel/Conference Center RFP
Screening Committee, chair; City
Affordable Housing Task Force, chair.

Reviewed:
Reviewed:

Reviewed:
Reviewed:
Reviewed:
Reviewed:
Approved:
Approved:
Approved:

Report
Minutes of the Regular
Board Meeting Held February 19, 2019
February 12–March 7, 2019
Membership List and Membership Conversions
Safety Report for One Month
Ended January 31, 2019
Financial and Statistical
Reports for One Month
Ended January 31, 2019
IRS Form 990
Board Policy No. 4
Board Policy No. 14
Strategic Planning Action
Items
Bill Credit for District Meeting Attendees
Touchstone Energy Membership Dues
James Power Line Contract
Renewal

Meeting adjourned.

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK
Central Texas Electric Cooperative
members can like their co-op on
Facebook. On the CTEC Facebook
page, members can find information on energy efficiency, co-op
meetings, outages, CTEC’s community involvement, fun contests
and other timely information you
can use—so like us today.

May 2019 CENTRAL TEXAS EC
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CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

“Bottle babies are just
different, they are special.”

The Bottle Mama
BY PATRICIA STEHLING
ONE MORNING IN 2014, AN AMBULANCE WAS CALLED FOR J.R.

Nicholson, new owner of a beagle named Buddy. Nicholson
wasn’t feeling well, and, unbeknownst to the ambulance
driver, Buddy had hopped onto an outside step of the vehicle
as it drove away, not wanting to leave his owner. After a passing motorist got the attention of the driver, Buddy was let
inside the back of the ambulance to be with Nicholson. After
being treated, Nicholson and Buddy headed back to their
ranch. The story of the ambulance-riding dog made Buddy an
international celebrity and inspired an animal rescue that
now bears his name—Buddy’s Animal Rescue.
“Buddy came to me as a rescue before we officially formed a
rescue organization,” said Terry Hensley, executive director of
BAR, amidst a houseful of animals. Someone who knew Hensley and her love of animals asked her to help re-home Buddy,
who looks like he has a smile stuck on his face. Buddy found
that home on Nicholson’s ranch in Mason, and they became
constant companions.
BAR began with Hensley and a group of volunteers passion22
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ate about at-risk animals.
“Our agenda is to be a facilitator,” she said. “We have made
connections with other rescues in other towns that we can
facilitate between and network.”
Now they’re the only rescue organization in Mason County
that bottle feeds neonatal orphans, tiny kittens with their
umbilical cords still attached and newborn puppies whose eyes
are still closed.
“There are very few people who have the luxury of time to
bottle and have the passion to do it,” Hensley said. BAR not
only cares for animals at this crucial stage but helps them find
forever homes through weaning, training, socializing and
adoption.
BAR also accepts animals that are facing euthanasia at shelters. They do not accept abandoned animals or those that owners want to surrender, unless the animals are orphaned
neonatals. Hensley’s home often becomes a kitten care center,
complete with distinct areas for kittens in different stages of
development before their adoption.
ctec.coop
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“I have a system with the kittens; sometimes they still
have the umbilical cord attached and they are cold, so we
need to warm them up. We feed them every two hours; we
call that the kitten nursery,” Hensley said. “Once their eyes
are opened and they are aware, I move them into my kitten
room in a playpen-type area, and they begin to get litter-box
trained, and I want them to get used to all the dogs and all
the household sounds. Once they are too big for that and can
start getting out, then I have a higher pen with a larger play
area. Once they are too big for this area, they are pretty much
litter-box trained, and they have the run of the house. Once
they are spayed or neutered and have their shots, they are
ready for adoption.”
One of the goals of BAR is not only to help animals in need
but also to pair foster animals with local senior citizens in an
effort to brighten their lives. BAR covers all the costs associated with the care of these animals, and weekly visits from a
BAR volunteer ensure the animals’ needs are met and provide
a social outlet for seniors who foster.
“We would like to be able to find more senior citizens to
foster cats,” Hensley said. “We had a friend of ours whose cat
died and she was so upset. I told her, ‘We have a cat you can
foster for us,’ and she loved that cat. That way, it is a ministry:
You get her involved, you have people going to see her, and she
has something to love. It is a win-win.”
ctec.coop

While BAR puts a great deal of time, effort and love into
caring for animals, the rescue group also works to educate
the public about the need for population control in reducing
the number of at-risk animals. BAR offers scholarships for
cat and dog spaying and neutering in Mason County.
BUDDY’S ANIMAL RESCUE
In order for this nonprofit
buddysanimalrescue.org
to keep making a difference in
P.O. Box 1721
Mason County, it needs the
Mason, TX 76856
support of the community.
“Our biggest fundraiser is
our Krispy Kreme doughnut
sale,” Hensley said. “We have it the first weekend of hunting season—we preorder and then we will go up the night before and
pick up the doughnuts early the next morning. Last year, we got
400 dozen. We also try to do two garage sales a year to raise
money, and we are looking into doing grants in the future.”
Individuals can donate to BAR directly through its website,
buddysanimalrescue.org, or through Amazon. Search for
“Buddy’s Animal Rescue” and find a list of items the organization needs.
Adoption is not an act every family is in a position to undertake, but that doesn’t mean you can’t be a part of the rescue
process and improve your community and the lives of animals
in need in your area.
May 2019 CENTRAL TEXAS EC
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CENTRAL TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Essay Wins Local Teen
Youth Tour Trip
Editor’s note: This essay earned Heath Buttery, a senior at Llano
High School, a trip to Washington, D.C., as part of Central Texas
Electric Cooperative’s Government-in-Action Youth Tour contest.
His essay is the second in a series of winning compositions that
will be printed in Texas Co-op Power. The views expressed in this
essay are not necessarily those of Central Texas EC.

The Power of Linemen
ZAP!

The lights flicker briefly before succumbing to the night's
enveloping darkness. The low hum emanated by the electric
heater dissipates to silence and the news channel's blizzard
warning abruptly darkens as the television loses power. A
view through the window reveals an identical situation
around the block as every streetlamp and floodlight are
instantly extinguished.
Just down the street, a frozen limb lies between two severed
ends of a power line. Winter's cold slowly begins to creep in,
already leaching the home's heat and dropping its temperature.
Common power outages like these can prove deadly if
appropriate responses are not delivered quickly. Many, especially elderly citizens, are susceptible to hypothermia and may
not be able to locate warm shelters. Additionally, communications are lost as landlines fall and cellphones begin depleting
their limited batteries. The implications of a blackout are even
more serious for others that rely upon electrically operated
medical devices and may not have appropriate backup plans in
place if roadways are blocked by snow and ice. They must rely
upon the men and women prepared to venture through the
harsh elements and restore power to the homes in danger.
These electric linemen are true heroes, professionals coura24
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geously working in an environment in which a single mistake
could spell electrocution or a disastrous fall. They boldly sacrifice their own comfort and safety to ensure the security of
countless others. The role of these individuals cannot be overstated. Whenever a power line falls or a transformer fails, linemen are the first to respond and alleviate the crisis.
The dedication of these brave men and women are even evidenced by my family's personal experiences. One stormy night,
our lightbulbs suddenly darkened as a bolt of lightning struck
our transformer and sent a surge of electricity through my
house, one felt by my dad as he happened to be holding a power
cord at that very instant. Otherwise unharmed, he notified our
local CTEC office and assured them the power outage placed
us in no immediate danger.
Nevertheless determined to restore our electricity, the co-op
promised to fix the problem swiftly, and, despite the rain pouring down at midnight, repairs were underway in a matter of
minutes.
In short, lineworkers meet every definition of a first
responder. They fearlessly face danger as they help those
involved in emergency situations without regard for the severity of the conditions they may face. From simple outages
caused by lightning strikes to widespread blackouts in deadly
snowstorms, these courageous professionals spring to action
whenever duty necessitates their response and save countless
lives through their heroism. Though EMTs, firefighters and
policemen may be the first occupations that the phrase "first
responder" brings to mind, linemen are equally crucial to
resolving emergencies and ensuring that our society remains
secure when faced with disaster.
They are brave. They are heroes. They are first responders.
ctec.coop

CentralTexasEC1905 4/11/19 8:50 AM Page 25

1-800-900-CTEC (2832) | CTEC.COOP

Mark Your Calendar
for Savings
TIBURONSTUDIOS | ISTOCK.COM

Take advantage of the Memorial Day weekend tax-free holiday

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO MAKE SOME ENERGY-EFFICIENT OR WATER-CONSCIOUS UPGRADES

P I GP HOTO | I STOCK.COM

to your home, this is a great month to take the plunge. Texas holds its co-occurring
Energy Star and water-efficient products sales tax holidays annually over Memorial
Day weekend. This year, the sales tax reprieve will be in effect from Saturday, May 25,
through midnight Monday, May 27. There’s no limit on the number of qualifying
items you can buy, and no exemption certificate is required to buy items tax-free.
Any product that displays a WaterSense label is eligible to be purchased free of
sales tax, whether its planned use is for personal or business purposes. Labeled
items include faucets, showerheads and toilets. Certain other water-conserving
products are also tax-free during the holiday weekend but only when bought for use
at a residential property. These items include soaker and drip-irrigation hoses,
moisture controls for sprinkler and irrigation systems, mulch, rain barrels, plants,
soil and compost.
The Energy Star-labeled products that qualify for tax exemption include air conditioners (priced $6,000 or less), refrigerators (priced $2,000 or less), ceiling fans,
lightbulbs, clothes washers, dishwashers and dehumidifiers.
Bear in mind that some Energy Star-labeled products do not qualify and are still
taxable during the holiday, including water heaters, clothes dryers, freezers and
stoves. Also, be aware that air conditioners and refrigerators purchased for prices
higher than the allowable amounts will be taxed in full. The same caveat applies to
delivery charges that increase an item’s total price beyond the cap. For example, if
an Energy Star refrigerator costs $1,995 but has a $50 delivery charge, tax will be
due on the total $2,045 amount.
For more information on how to take advantage of this year’s tax holiday, visit
comptroller.texas.gov.

ctec.coop

May Is Electrical
Safety Month
EVERY MAY, NATIONAL ELECTRICAL
Safety Month reminds us to sweep our
homes of hazards that could lead to accidents and fires. This year, resolve to:
Install ground-fault circuit interrupters. These devices can protect your
family from electrocution. In fact, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
estimates that GFCIs could prevent half
of all home electrocutions. Install them in
any room that could get wet, including
bathrooms, garages, kitchens and laundry
rooms, and on outdoor receptacles and
any outlet that’s within 6 feet of a faucet.
Prevent fires with arc-fault protection.
When electrical wiring or devices get
damaged or overheated, an arc fault can
occur. An arc fault is a discharge of electricity that turns into heat and can break
down a wire’s insulation. That can cause a
fire. In fact, the National Fire Protection
Association estimates that 47,000 home
fires every year involve some sort of electrical malfunction, and half of those fires
could be prevented by arc-fault circuit
interrupters.
Childproof your home. Your 2- to 4year-old child can remove plastic outlet
caps within 10 seconds, according to
research by Temple University. Foil your
little one’s attempts by installing tamperresistant receptacles, which are designed
with toddlers in mind. Every room of your
house needs childproof outlets so your
child can’t insert anything into them,
which would otherwise cause a shock.
May 2019 CENTRAL TEXAS EC
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